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From the Conquest of Nature to the Dissolution of Freedom: A Study of Oates’s Zero—Sum . Stories

Within Denien’s Theoretical Framework

WANG Su-lei, LI Bing
(Nanhang Jincheng College, Nanjing Jiangsu 211156, China)

Abstract: Based on Denien’s latest theory, this paper analyzes American author Joyce Carol Oates’s latest collection of short
stories, Zero—Sum: Stories, from an interdisciplinary perspective. In order to delve deeper into Zero—Sum: Stories, this
study analyzes two aspects: the ontological displacement of nature and the mediational substitution of nature, within the

Denien’s theoretical framework regarding the conquest of nature. This paper is aimed to reveal that when humanity engages

in the conquest of nature with a zero—sum mindset, the demise of liberalism is already inevitable.

Key words: Zero—Sum: Stories; conquest of nature; Denien’s theoretical framework
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Strategies for Enhancing the Teaching Competence of Young Teachers in Local Universities

WANG Qiong
(Huaiyin Normal University, Huai’ an Jiangsu 223300, China)

Abstract; In local universities, young teachers are the main force of the teaching team, and their teaching competence
directly impacts both talent cultivation and teaching quality. There are several problems in their teaching practice, such as
weak teaching skills, neglect of professional development, limitations in teaching research, and an imbalance between
teaching and research. To strengthen young teachers’ teaching competence, local universities could adopt multiple
strategies; cultivating young teachers’ awareness of independent development, improving mechanisms, building training
and exchange platforms, promoting teaching through competition, further developing curriculum—based political education,
and integrating digital and intelligent empowerment, consolidating the foundation of faculty team—building and promoting
the high—quality development of the university.
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Key words: local universities; young teachers; teaching competence



