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A Comparative Study of The Road Not Taken and Visiting Shanxi Village from the
Perspective of Transitivity and Cooperative Principle

JIAN Xiao—-yi
(Zhangzhou Health Vocational College, Zhangzhou Fujian 363000, China)

Abstract: Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken and Lu You’s Visiting Shanxi Village both use the core image of “path” to
metaphorically reflect life choices, yet they show distinct differences in linguistic representation and the expression of
philosophical thought due to the disparities between Chinese and Western linguistic systems and cultural contexts. Based on
the transitivity system of systemic functional linguistics and the Cooperative Principle of pragmatics, this paper compares the
linguistic expression strategies of the two poems from three dimensions: lexical selection, syntactic structure and discourse
logic. It analyzes the bearing path and enabling mechanism of linguistic forms on the connotation of philosophical thought,
explores the linguistic commonalities and cultural differences in the transmission of philosophical thought in Chinese and
Western poetry, and thus provides a new interpretive perspective for the cross—linguistic comparative study of poetry.

Key words: The Road Not Taken; Visiting Shanxi Village; linguistic representation; philosophical thought transmission;
transitivity system; cooperative principle
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On the Female Identity Construction and Self-identification in A Thousand Splendid Suns
and The Color Purple

CHEN Chen
(Shihezi University, Shihezi Xinjiang 833200, China)

Abstract: Alice Walker’s The Color Purple and Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns are classic works focused on
women’s lives in African—American literature and Afghan—American literature respectively. Both novels explore the survival
sufferings of women in ethnic contexts and depict the protagonists’ loss of identity and self—denial under the patriarchal
oppression. Yet, the sisterhood among women serves as the crucial starting point for their identity construction, driving the
protagonists to complete a spiritual transformation from being passive “others” to independent subjects and achieve self—
identification. Reflecting reality through literature, the liberation of women worldwide still faces numerous obstacles. The
deprivation of the right to education beyond junior high school for Afghan women bears stark witness to the arduous nature of
women’s pursuit of equality and freedom. The empowering force of female awakening embedded in these literary works will
continue to provide spiritual sustenance for the struggles and development of women in reality.

Key words: The Color Purple; A Thousand Splendid Suns; survival predicament; identity construction; self—identification
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