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Students in Mainland Chinese Universities from the Perspective of Needs Theory

LI Jie
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Guangdong Ocean University, Zhanjiang Guangdong 524088, China)

Abstract: With the vigorous development of higher education in China and the deepening advancement of national unity
and progress, the number of Xinjiang—origin ethnic minority students in mainland Chinese universities has been increasing
year by year. The education, management and service for these students have become a key link in implementing the
fundamental task of moral education and cultivating a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. Taking Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs theory as the analytical framework, this paper constructs a “Soul-shaping, Empowerment, and Heart—
warming” three —dimensional education system in response to the practical difficulties faced by Xinjiang ethnic minority
students in mainland universities in terms of ideology, academic studies and daily life. This system accurately meets the
students’ basic, developmental and transcendental needs: the “Heart—warming Project” meets their physiological, safety,
and belongingness needs through targeted assistance and cultural integration; the “Empowerment Project” fulfills their
esteem and cognitive needs through academic support and professional practice; and the “Soul —forging Project” guides
them toward self—actualization needs through red education and value orientation. Based on the practical case of Faculty of
Foreign Languages, Guangdong Ocean University, the results show that this system has effectively improved students’
ideological identity, comprehensive abilities and sense of campus belonging. It provides a reference theoretical model and
practical path for mainland universities to carry out systematic and scientific work for ethnic minority students and cultivate
a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Key words: needs theory; mainland Chinese universities; ethnic minority students; three—dimensional education system
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