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“ Unlike the purely functional chimneys of the West,
Huizhou’ s ‘ Horse—head Walls’ are not just for fire prevention.
Their graceful upward curves, resembling a horse’ s head in
motion, denote a deep cultural connotation: symbolizing the
Huizhou people’ s aspiration to ‘rise step by step’ and achieve
prosperity. This transforms a practical necessity into a carrier of
hope and value. ”
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“The ancestral hall’ s strict axial symmetry and hierarchical
spatial order are non — verbal texts. The central main seat,
exclusively for the patriarch, and the differential positions of clan
members during ceremonies, visually reinforced the Confucian
values of order and hierarchy. This spatial arrangement served as a
silent mechanism for maintaining social cohesion and authority. ”
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“ Before this project, an ancient residential building was just
an old house to me. But through decoding the message of the
bricks and tiles, I now see the hopes, fears, and wisdom of the
Huizhou merchants. I finally understand what * seeing a world in
a grain of sand’ means. I’ m not just learning about culture; I’ m

)

learning to dialogue with history.’
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A Study on the POA-PBL Blended Teaching Model in the Reconstruction of Intercultural Reading Course

CUI Xuan
(School of Humanities and Arts, Bengbu College of Technology and Business, Bengbu Anhui 233000, China)

Abstract: In the current context of “telling China’ s stories well”, the Intercultural Reading Course often relies on

traditional input—focused methods and lacks content related to Chinese regional culture, which restricts students’ ability to

convey China’s voice. To address this gap, this study integrates Huizhou culture into the course through a teaching model

that combines Project—based Learning ( PBL) and the Production—oriented Approach (POA). Using authentic projects

and a “driving—enabling—assessing” cycle, the model guides students from cultural understanding to English output. A one

—semester implementation showed that the approach enhanced students’ cultural sensitivity, ability to interpret Chinese

culture in English, and intercultural communication skills. It effectively supports the transition from cultural leaming to

international communication. Thus, it offers a feasible practical pathway for integrating ideological education into English

major courses and deepening teaching reform.

Key words: PBL; POA; Intercultural Reading Course; Huizhou culture; teaching model reconstruction
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