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On the Labor Value of Generative Artificial Intelligence . From the Perspective of Marxist Political Economy

LIU Mei—wu
(Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou Guangdong 521041, China)

Abstract; The labor of generative artificial intelligence ( AI) spans the entire process of data preparation, algorithm

development, model training, model governance, and commercialization, forming a new paradigm of labor that deeply

integrates technology, knowledge, and institutional systems. Its essence lies in socially organized intelligent collaborative

labor, which inherits the creative nature of human work while breaking through traditional forms of value realization and

organization. Based on Marxist labor value theory, this paper analyzes the philosophical foundation, multidimensional

characteristics, and practical forms of generative Al labor, revealing new theoretical challenges such as the separation of

“creation and replication” , the spatiotemporal dislocation between labor and value, and the rent—based pricing tendency.

The study argues that living labor remains the fundamental source of value in Al, but the measurement of socially necessary

labor time should be reconstructed through technical dimensions such as computing hours, data governance and model

complexity. Finally, it proposes institutional and policy mechanisms to enhance labor rights protection and equitable value

distribution, prevent platform monopolies and rent—seeking, and promote the socialization, openness and human-—-centered

development of the Al industry.
Key words: artificial intelligence; labor; labor value
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