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Reflections on the Image of the Snake and the Evolution of Female Status in Chinese and Western Cultures

ZHOU Xiao—min
(Fujian Preschool Education College, Fuzhou Fujian 350007, China)

Abstract: The unique reproductive methods and prolific reproductive capacity of snakes have triggered humanity’ s earliest

reproductive worship. Due to different cultural contexts, snakes hold distinct symbolic meanings in Eastern and Western

societies. By tracing the evolution of “snake—woman” archetypes in literary works across both cultures, this study reveals a

common trajectory; from “snake deity” to “snake demon”

and finally to a humanized “ snake — woman”. This

transformation reflects societal shifts in gender cognition, while contemporary diversification of snake —woman imagery

underscores advancements in women’ s social status and the awakening of female self-awareness.

Key words: Chinese and Western snake culture; literary works; “snake woman” image; female status
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