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Challenges and Reflections on English Major Education in the New Era

YAO Jian, XU Chun—-shan
(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui Jianzhu University, Hefei Anhui 230601, China)

Abstract: Traditional English major education has played a historic role in broadening the horizons of Chinese and
promoting economic, social, and cultural exchanges between China and the West. However, its inherent structural
dilemma—characterized by a triple emphasis, triple neglect, and one absence—has created a significant gap with current
national strategic needs. Specifically, this refers to an overemphasis on language skills at the expense of higher—order
thinking abilities; a focus on Western culture to the detriment of Chinese culture; a preoccupation with the past while
neglecting the present; and the absence of a defined role in bidirectional cross—cultural communication. In the new era, the
sacred mission of English major education is to cultivate foreign language talents who are firmly rooted in China yet capable
of bridging the global divide, possessing strong bidirectional cross —cultural communication skills. To achieve this, its
transformation must be strategically positioned within the context of the new era. This requires top—level design aligned with
national strategies, adjustments to curriculum content, innovation in teaching methods, the integration of online and offline
learning modalities, the systematic construction of a Chinese discourse system, and the enhancement of students’ cross—
cultural communication capacities. A successful transformation of English major education will contribute to promoting more
equitable interactions between China and the West, strengthening China’s cultural soft power, and advancing the
development of a global community with a shared future.

Key words: English major education; a triple emphasis, triple neglect, and one absence; cross—cultural communication;
China’s discourse system; cultural soft power
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