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A Review of Studies on L2 Writing and L1 Thinking

ZHANG Yong—wen
(Jiangsu Vocational Institute of Architectural Technology, Xuzhou Jiangsu 221116, China)

Abstract: Ll thinking is a significant characteristic of L2 writing, as L2 writers often rely on L1 thinking during the writing

process. Scholars both domestically and internationally have conducted extensive research on the relationship between 1.2

writing and L1 thinking and its effects, generally agreeing that 1.2 writing exhibits bilingual characteristics. Some studies

suggest that L1 thinking has a positive impact on 12 writing, while others indicate a negative correlation with writing

quality. By reviewing relevant literature, this paper explores the specific roles of L1 thinking in 1.2 writing, its influencing

factors, and its relationship with L2 proficiency, while also proposing directions for future research. The findings reveal that

L1 thinking in 1.2 writing has a dual nature, with its effects varying based on task difficulty, second language proficiency,

and individual differences. The paper aims to provide theoretical support and practical guidance for L2 writing instruction

and research.

Key words: 12 writing; Ll thinking; positive transfer; negative transfer; 1.2 proficiency
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