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A Practical Study on Empowering English Majors’ National Identity Through
the Teaching of American Literature

LIU Xiao—lin
( Gandong College, Fuzhou Jiangxi 344000, China)

Abstract: In the context of the times calling for patriotic sentiment, the course of English and American literature bears a
new mission of cultivating students’ sentiment of sentiment of home and country, spreading Chinese culture, and improving
their cross—cultural communication skills. The lead teacher of the research group selected some excerpts from classic
American literature, focusing on analyzing the patriotic sentiment therein, so as to firmly plant the spirit of patriotism in the
hearts of students. The North American New World in the work Of Plymouth Plantation during the American colonial period
was undoubtedly the Garden of Eden, with the colonizers’ delight and praise expressed in every word and line. The
picturesque countryside in “The Wild Honey Suckle” during the Revolutionary Period reflected Freneau’s love and pride for
the beautiful countryside in America. The idyllic world in “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” during the Romantic Period
showcased the magnificent and varied American continent, reflecting Irving’s era anxiety; the two pictures of the Hollowell
farm in Walden contrasted, highlighting Thoreau’s ecological concern and social responsibility. The painting of Kentucky in
Uncle Tom’s Cabin during the Realism Period embodied Mrs. Stowe’s humanistic concern, igniting the readers’ sense of
fairness and justice. The New England snow scene in “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” in the 20th century
contained Frost’s responsibility and commitment to the society, family and himself; the idyllic land of California in The
Grapes of Wrath contrasted with the tragic fate of the Joads’ .

Key words: American literary classics; nature writing; patriotic sentiment (EERE . E8)



