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A Preliminary Discussion on Ito Sachio’s The Tomb of Wild Chrysanthemum from
the Perspective of Literary Ethics Criticism

JIANG Xiao—juan
( Guangzhou Institute of Science and Technology, Guangzhou Guangdong 510540, China)

Abstract: The Meiji period novelist Ito Sachio’s The Tomb of Wild Chrysanthemum was published in Meiji 39 years

(1906) , which immediately caused a sensation in Japan. As a very famous pure story of love in the history of modern

Japanese literature, it has attracted a large number of readers. This is a full of Japanese old amorous feelings of

heartbreaking sad novel. The story takes place in rural Chiba county. The 15-year—old hero Masao and the 17 -year—old

heroine Tamiko was finally separated due to the limitation of traditional ethical concepts. The heroine Tamiko was forced to

marry, and died of miscarriage. This paper will try to use the theory and methods of literary ethics criticism to interpret the

novel. Through the main line of the love dispute between the hero and the heroine of the novel, this paper tries to deeply

analyze the different ethical choices they make when faced with ethical dilemmas and reveal the specific historical

environmental factors and the deeper ethical value of the novel that lead to the tragic outcome to highlight Ito Sachio’s

reflection on the ethics and ethical order of rural Japan during the Meiji period.

Key words: literary ethics criticism; Ito Sachio; The Tomb of Wild Chrysanthemum; ethical dilemma; ethical choice
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