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An Empirical Study on How to Improve Critical Thinking Based on Production-oriented Approach in
the Chinese College English Context

YANG Jing
(School of Law and Humanities, China University of Mining and Technology—Beijing, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; This study investigates the effectiveness of for students’ critical thinking ability. Based on Production—oriented

Approach, the study designs an online and offline blended college English debate course and consists of sixty—three non—

English majors as the experimental subjects. The experimental group took the English debate blended course and the control

group took the traditional mode of spoken English course. A pretest—posttest design was adopted to compare the various

critical thinking abilities of both the experimental and the control groups. Semi—structured interviews with the experimental

group were also conducted to explore the reasons of the two abilities with no significant change. It is concluded that the

blended teaching mode of English debate course based on the Production—oriented Approach is conducive to reinforcing

students’ critical thinking ability and teachers should focus more on the cultivation of students’ critical thinking

systematicity and self—confidence.

Key words: Production—oriented Approach; English debate; blended course; critical thinking ability
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