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The Pursuit of Female Self-identity in Educated and The Color Purple

CHEN Chen
(Shihezi University, Shihezi Xinjiang 833200, China)

Abstract: Although Alice Walker and Tara Westover have different races and beliefs, as the same female identity, they

face similar existential dilemmas, which makes them think more about the pursuit of female self—identity. Despite being set

in different times and facing different environments and backgrounds, both novels share a common theme centered around

the protagonists who are frustrated and tormented by ideological constraints, but they undergo a process of awakening and

finally achieve their personal growth. The two female protagonists, becoming stronger through each setback, ultimately find

themselves, conquer their inner battles, and attain freedom through the influence of education and mentors. With faith and

hope for their future lives, they gradually complete their search for self-identity.
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