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An Analysis on Martin Luther’s Thoughts on Compulsory Education

ZHANG Xiang—luo
(School of Educational Sciences, Guangxi Normal University for Nationalities, Chongzuo Guangxi 532200, China)

Abstract: The 16th century German religious reform movement led by Martin Luther had a profound impact on education in

Europe, and it spread throughout Europe. The goal of his religious reform was to replace “justification by works” with

“justification by faith” ,

and to strongly oppose the clergy’s dictatorship and the arbitrary interpretation of The Holy Bible.

He advocated that every believer should have the religious duty to read The Holy Bible and that parents should send their

children to school. He further proposed that all children should receive basic education. Martin Luther believed that

education had both religious and secular aspects, and that a national education system should replace the church’s control of

education, with the state responsible for the implementation of compulsory education. This educational reform initiated by

the religious reform awakened the German people and provided a powerful theoretical basis for the implementation of

compulsory education in Germany and even in Europe.
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